HE Amabordam

was mn part dse 1o the cifonts of the Union of the
Ulema, which, alesg with ather simands of nanan-
alist agimation, emphasized religion as a key differ-
enr betwern Euwropean ol seetders andd the
mdigenous popalation, Duerisg the Algerean War
of Independence (1954=1962), the line berween
soaalist nationalsm and religron was burred, and
membors of the Armde de Lifsfratron Natronasle
(AL "Magionmal Liberanon Army®] hecame
knowm axs mujahsdeen. The power of this moral
hasis of struggle agamss French colomal oppres-
son Wik apparent even For secular  Marist
Algenian manonaliste. During this perisd, nacional:
wis regularhy reforred o broader concepbions of
phad amd kiseossopraphacs of the Crusades, all of
which created & combustible comrext for radscal-
marion among Algeriams.

Muore recently, Algena suflered from a panicu.
larly bearal cal war, oseemsibly foughn berween a
Langely secular state and Lslamises who challenged
the polincl status quo, The Algerian staee had been
sabgected o [slemaar challenges almosr from the
nimie of irs establishment, in the form of Al Chpem
(1964, lst. “values™), which demanded a grearer
rale for [dam in polas, Dunng the 19505, 3 mils-
rant lslamisy challenge v the seqular regime, in the
shape of the Algerian lslamic Armed movement {led
by a former ALM fighter), though small and nom
wery populas, was a precurses o subsequent lasger
amd popular challenges o the one party male of the
Fartie e Frons de Libérairan Nansesale [PFLN;
“Parry of the Matienal Liberanon Frang™). Polsical
liberalization in the late 19805 1o early 1590 saw a
probiferaon of Algenan political partics, wath anc
al the memt popular opposanon groups comng
from the Frars Dslmique div Salwr (FIS; =llamsc
Fromt for Salvation™). In the wake of the election
saess of FIS m 1591, the goveransond, after anmy
mrervention, banned che pamy, amd chis led 1o ahe
Algerian enal war, daring which Z0(0,0{H) Algerans
were killed, The cvil war mostly concluded in 1959
with a declagagion ofananeary by Preadens Abalelazse
Boureflika. The role of Islam in polwics remaims a
bughly charged Basue m contenyporary Algena,
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AMSTERDAM

Amerddam, the capial of The Metherlamds from
the beginning of ke 1%k cemmey onward, is
renowned for its religions diversity and mlerance,
which dare back as far ac the Eighty Years' War,
the Duarch revelr agaimsy Spamish amd Roman
Catholic rale |1 $62=1648). The revolt was largely
a reaction to the Counter-Reformation, the porse-
cution of the Prodestant sects that hag femly
established themselves in the norcherm lowlansds,
including Amsterdam, during the RBeformarion.
In 1588, these wenitonies wnited o form the
Derch Repullic amd managed o lilerare them-
selves from Spanish and Roman Catholic rule.

Although the population of the Dhutch Republic
was primagsly Calvenia, the revolt spawned 2
deeply felr urge for religicus malerance. As a resul,
Amaderdam, i particular, soon became a safe
hawen for religious disssdents from all over Europe,
inchedmg the French Huguenos and Sephardic
Jews who had fed the [herian Peninsula and were
unweloome virtually evervwhere clic in Europe.
Before Warld 'Ware I, no less chan 107% of the
ciny's population was Jewish, bur only 20% of
theie suraved the war.

lin ghe 1980k, Amsterdam becamic the center of
the Durch counterculiure, and the oy has rerxined
mach of the latter's secular permissiveness (as scen
i ais gofier shops, s eed light disewr, s gay
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sorme, and i3 apenness o lefisg polsical actvism
aml alternagive lifesisles). The culmiral changes
aszooiaved with the 1960s" counterculmare commib-
uid substanbally e the decline of the maindine
Chraistian cherches, but they also sparked an inter-
est in mmer spirmaality. Amscerdam has remaimed
the major hub of the Dutch holistic mibieu, bosting
made Mew Age conbers than any other Diaich ciey,
Despire the hankrspecy im DMK of Fomald:|an
Hein™s center COibabso, an icon of Amsterdam’s
shift from utopian idealsm and soaal crvicsm b
commerceslized busaness sparicualiny, scrther the
milsen’'s size and vinaliy nor the interest i sparicus
alaty has declimed since.

The perical sance the 19605 has also wimessed
am mnflux of ¥ushine immigranes from Torkey and
particularly Morocon, which has made 1slam a
majar player m the an's relaglons landscape,
Christiam immigranes from Southeass Asaa, Larm
amd Sowik Amersca (from the former colomy of
Sarinam], and sub-Saharan Africa have meanwhile
earallished 3 wide range of so-called inmemsgram
charches in Amaterdame Paroicalardy chaiving ane
the Afrscan churches in the southeastorn pant of
the ciry itbe “Bijlnsee™), many of thens of the evan
gelical or Pentecoseal sirain.

Although strikingly secular in many respecis,
Amuterdam hence also boasts an mmmease reli-
ghokis and apivinial diversiey. Iis eraditioaal seli-
pivus and malicultural olerance has been
sgverely put bo the test sinee the nse of the lae
popislise polivician Pim Formayn in 2002, Declining
wecular voberance wvis-devis lslam, the increased
salience of (sometimes orthodox) Dilamae idene-
ties, anad instances of anb-Semitism andd gay bash-
ing by lslamic voungsrers have culminared in the
assassinanion of the playwrighs Theo van Cagh
by a young Blame milisang, Mokanamsed Bouyer,
im XM, In this increasingly heared climare, the
city's mayor Job Cohen, Jewish like many of his
predecessors, s blamed by some and admired by
others for his deferse of the city's age-old eradi-

rion of mulriculmural and religious mwleramce.
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ANCESTORS

Il msulbiple religions radivions, living relatmves
call on anestors to provide aid, guidance, and
ideroesston, Ancoestors are generally benelicend,
domsesticated, and deceased relanives of proma-
nent community fgures. They may also be seen
pansh thoswe who do not ace properly toward
e o thicar l;up:]arm.'. Al ihe |1'r|n,n. show fec-
prociry for ancestors by honoeing them chrowgh
memumials, caring for the resiing place of the
ancestor, making pravers for amd 1o ancedors,
affening gesnds 1o ancestors thay are needed in the
afterlife, and holding feasts for ancestors.

An important corsaderason in understanding
ancestors in varioes feligions madisoms i in dearly
making rthe differennation berween ancestors and
the dead. While anoestors have passal beyond this
life, they are ancestors bocause they are comidenal
1o have passed on te o new and pleasant existenoe
rather than to have simply died. As such, ancestors
sam sl amd the vy throagh visions, prayeres, imter-
cowsiinms, and examples of how o live, Farthermaore,
amcestors are an aid e che living by virnoe of becom-
ing ancestors and pof st ghosts or anbappy dead.
I this respecy, the hvang kelp themselves by helping
ancestors. For instance, i Flindu deasth nires, the
living descendants of the dead care for the deoeased.
comsidered & prots (ghost] insmediately after death.



